
Esperanza Means Hope 
is the Arizona Historical Society Education Division’s first publication for 9- to12–year-old 
readers.  It is a story of family, love, misunderstandings, and cultural differences that ultimately 
lead to enlightenment and acceptance. 
 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Order Now From: 
• Amazon.com - http://www.amazon.com/Esperanza-Means-Hope-Russell-

Harvey/dp/0910037523/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1292355668&sr=1-1 
 

• Barnes & Noble.com - http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Esperanza-Means-Hope/Gwen-
Harvey/e/9780910037525/?itm=1&USRI=esperanza+means+hope 

 

• Arizona Historical Society. Contact Mary Ann Ruelas (maruelas@azhs.gov) 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Esperanza is a courageous and imaginative Mexican American girl living in Tucson, Arizona in 1876.  
Esperanza's dearest wish is to know what happened to her brother, Carlos, who years earlier, was captured by 
Apache Indians. Then U.S. soldiers locate Carlos, now a young man, and bring him back to the ranch. But 
instead of the glad home-coming Esperanza envisioned, Carlos is angry that he's been taken from his Apache 
family and wants to return. Can Esperanza find a way to understand her brother?  Or will she and Carlos be 
estranged forever? Filled with vibrant characters, humor, and adventure, this true-to-life story celebrates the 
cultures and lives of people who shaped the American southwest. 
 
 
 
*Publication was made possible by the Marjory J. and James Mitchell Memorial Fund and the Joseph Stanley 
Leeds Foundation. Proceeds from sales of the book will fund AHS educational programming.  
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